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SECRET NATO 07535 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MPOL, NATO, BE 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE RESOLUTION OF THE BELGIAN HAWK ISSUE 
REF: USNATO 6165 (DTG 282020Z JUN 77) 

1 . AS WASHINGTON IS AWARE, THE INTERNATIONAL STAFF (I.S.) 

HAS BEEN DISCUSSING BELGIUM’S DECISION TO WITHDRAW FROM 
THE HAWK BELT WITH GOB OFFICIALS DURING THE LAST MONTH. 

AS REPORTED REFTEL, SHAPE AND THE I.S. HAVE DEVELOPED 
VARIOUS OPTIONS FOR THE GOB'S CONSIDERATION IN AN EFFORT 
TO KEEP THE DIALOGUE GOING, WHILE STRESSING THE POLITICAL 
AND MILITARY IMPLICATIONS FOR THE ALLIANCE OF BELGIAN 
WITHDRAWAL. 

2. I.S. DIRECTOR FOR FORCE PLANNING (BRABAND) HAS TOLD 

US ON A "STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL" BASIS, THAT, AS A RESULT OF 
SECRET 
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SYG LUNS' RECENT MEETING (26 JULY) WITH MOD VANDEN 
BOEYNANTS, THE MOD’S OFFICE WAS IN DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH RAYTAS (RAYTHEON) FOR AN IMPROVED HAWK PACKAGE OF 
6-8 BATTERIES. BRABAND SAID HE WAS "VERY HOPEFUL" FOR A 
SUCCESSFUL OUTCOME, AND SPECULATED THAT THERE WAS A GOOD 
POSSIBILITY THAT VANDEN BOEYNANTS WOULD PRESENT THE 
FINANCIAL DATA (FYI: OPTION SPREAD OF $80-100 MILLION 
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END FYI) TO THE BELGIAN CABINET DURING THE SECOND WEEK 
IN SEPTEMBER. BRABAND STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF GUARDING 
AGAINST ANY "PREMATURE LEAKS" OF THIS INFORMATION THAT 
COULD THWART VANDEN BOEYNANTS’ ATTEMPT TO PRESENT A 
THOROUGHLY STAFFED PROPOSAL TO HIS CABINET COLLEAGUES 
WITHOUT THE GLARE OF PUBLICITY. 

3. FYI: WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE GOB IS APPARENTLY 
INTERESTED IN A DEAL THAT COULD BE FUNDED OVER A FOUR- YEAR 
PERIOD, IS ABLE TO HANDLE THE FINANCIAL BURDEN WITHOUT 
ADJUSTMENTS TO ITS PLANNED DEFENSE PROGRAM AND WOULD BE 
READY TO GO TO CONTRACT SHORTLY AFTER THE CABINET MEETING 
IN SEPTEMBER. THOUGH SOME EYEBROWS WERE RAISED WHEN 
SHAPE INCLUDED THE HIGH-COST HAWK ISSUE AS A SHORT-TERM 
MEASURE UNDER THE NATO INITIATIVES, WE BELIEVE IT HAS 
SERVED TO KEEP THE QUESTION ALIVE WITHIN THE BELGIAN 
HIERARCHY WITH THE CLEAR IMPLICATION THAT THE ALLIANCE 
EXPECTS AN ANSWER WHEN NATIONS REPORT ON THE SHORT-TERM 
MEASURES THIS FALL. END FYI. PEREZ 
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